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Foreword

Foreword 

 
This text has three intertwined lines of enquiry. Firstly, it attempts to acquaint students with 

the methodology of science and some of its achievements. In particular it seeks to facilitate 

an appreciation of some of the extraordinary findings of modern cosmology. Secondly, 

it reflects on the origins and universality of religion and specifically focuses on the new 

message of Christianity. Thirdly, it brings both science and religion into a dialogue. In doing 

this it attempts to show that religious and philosophical reflections on the findings of science 

point to concerns whose answers cannot be gained by the scientific method. There are 

critical issues in life, and indeed within the universe as we know it, where science itself has 

to acknowledge its inability to proceed. As Stephen Hawking said, ‘Why is there anything at 

all? When we have answered this question we will know the mind of God.’

While this text looks to questions raised by cosmology and physics, similar lines of enquiry 

could equally engage the other sciences of evolution and ecology and the growing sciences 

of Human consciousness and genetics. 

The text has been developed for a course delivered to Year 12 students as a part of their 

Religious Education studies at a Jesuit college in Adelaide. I have been teaching variations of 

this course, along with senior physics and philosophy, for over thirty years. It brings together 

my deep commitments and enthusiasms: for Christianity, for the sciences of physics and 

cosmology, and for philosophy. It hopes to address some of the questions in students’ 

hearts and minds as they grapple with their particular life situations on our planet.

The universe has evolved. It has passed through many, more simple stages before 

arriving at today’s complexity. Each new stage appears to have contained something new, 

something that was not in the preceding stage. Could stars have been predicted from the 

featureless world of hydrogen and helium? Could dinosaurs have been predicted from fish? 

Could animal evolution have predicted the amazingly fast development of the human brain? 

Looking backwards, could intelligent awareness have been predicted at all? At each stage 

there has been an emergence of new forms and new laws, not reducible to the properties of 

the constituents of the preceding stage, though dependent on their functioning. The apostle 

Paul wrote that ‘all creation is groaning in one gigantic act of giving birth’.1 Marvellous 

matter reveals new secrets at each stage of its progress.

Many students have only little knowledge of the nature and development of the universe, 

but realise it differs markedly from the simple creation stories of the Bible. They hear and 

read reports about an alleged conflict between religious beliefs and scientific discoveries, 

without knowing how much work has been done over the last century in understanding 

and interpreting the Bible as a unique text. There is a temptation to allow their ultimate 

assertions to be consonant with scientific scenarios and to dismiss religious knowledge as 

a thing of the past. However many scientists and theologians see no contradiction between 

their concerns and are happy to see the relationship between science and religion as a 

fruitful dialogue. We need multiple perspectives when dealing with the mysteries of life.

It is important for all of us, and especially young adults, to appreciate the new thoughts 

and interpretations which are widely known in theological circles. It is important to remember 

that many aspects of our lives demand constant reviewing and reflection. We have a life-

time of learning. 

Because of science’s tremendous achievements, some assume that knowledge attained 

through the scientific method is the only true source of knowledge. This text is an attempt 

1. Paul, Letter to the Romans, 8:22.
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to show that religion plays a significant role in our thinking. It hopes to enlighten students 

in their knowledge of the cosmos and to link this knowledge with an intelligent appreciation 

of what the Bible, at its deepest level, is actually saying.


